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Introduction  

The recommendations offered in this special report give you a dozen of the best 
investment opportunities currently available, courtesy of Eagle’s team of experts. Dr. Mark 
Skousen, Jim Woods, Bryan Perry and Bob Carlson have each contributed their substantial 
individual investment wisdom to provide three recommendations apiece. You will not 
want to miss out on these potentially highly profitable opportunities for the months ahead. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Mark Skousen’s Top Three Picks  

1) Microsoft Corporation (MSFT)   

2) Verizon (VZ)  

3) Franco Nevada Corp. (FNV)  

Top Pick #1: Microsoft Corporation (MSFT)  

The reason why Microsoft Corporation (MSFT) is one of my top recommendations for 
2019 is simple…the company may very well be the future of technology. 

Microsoft is one of three companies that is racing to be the first business to reach a trillion-
dollar market cap, the other two being Apple (AAPL) and Amazon.com (AMZN). 
According to two Wall Street analysts, Canaccord and Evercore, the giant tech company 
can achieve a trillion-dollar market cap by late 2019 or 2020.  

Like other big tech firms, Microsoft was a big beneficiary of the 2017 tax cuts that reduced 
the business tax rate from 35% to 21%. After being up 18.17% in 2018, Microsoft punched 
through $100 a share for the first time in its history and currently has a 11.21% gain year 
to date. 

One other aspect of Microsoft that I like is that the company has a foot in the door of 
blockchain technology via the IOTA Foundation, a German nonprofit that oversees a 
virtual currency called IOTA. Unlike other cryptocurrencies, IOTA allows users to buy, 
sell and share data without transaction fees. The company was involved in a two-month 
pilot program with Microsoft, but I wouldn’t be surprised to see it expand rapidly beyond 
that.     



 

Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

Top Pick #2: Verizon (VZ)  

Verizon (VZ) is a great way to take advantage of the telecommunications sector. This 
telecommunications company is the largest U.S. wireless communications service provider 
and is also the second largest telecommunications company by revenue after AT&T. 

As the various peoples and nations of the world continue to be bound closer and closer 
together through the various forces that make up the phenomenon known as globalization, 
the telecommunications sector will no doubt continue to play a critical role in this process. 
One of the most prominent players in this field is the telecommunications giant known as 
Verizon.  

Born from the breaking up of the AT&T Bell System in the 1980s, Verizon has only 
continued to grow beyond simply providing affordable phone plans to its customers. Indeed, 
it has branched out into both the e-mail and media worlds by acquiring both AOL and Yahoo 



and planning to launch a streaming service to compete with YouTube and Netflix at some 
point in the future. 

As of March 1, 2019, VZ is currently ahead more than 1.61% YTD (year-to-date).  

 

Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

Top Pick #3:  Franco-Nevada Corp. (FNV)  

Ontario-based Franco-Nevada Corp. (FNV) is the leader in the mining industry. However, 
it would be a mistake to assume that it is the entity that is actually removing the natural 
resources from the earth. Rather, the company simply owns royalties and streams in gold 
mining and other commodity and natural resource investments. This enables it to circumvent  

In a time when the world’s economic stability has come increasingly under attack from 
events such as Brexit, the rise of Populism in Europe and Latin America and so forth, it is 
important to have some of your assets securely invested in something that is relatively stable. 
Gold and precious metals certainly fit the bill. 



After all, gold, due to its beauty, has been coveted by human beings for thousands of years. 
Furthermore, as our world has advanced and our knowledge of the chemical properties of 
gold continue to expand, we will continue to find uses for this metal. 

At the end of 2018, I introduced Franco-Nevada as one of my top recommendations, and I 
believe there are big things ahead for this company. Year to date, FNV is up over 7%. 
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Biography 

Mark Skousen, Ph. D., editor of Forecasts & Strategies, is a nationally 
known investment expert, economist, university professor and author of 
more than 25 books. He recently was named one of the 20 most 
influential living economists. 

Mark earned his Ph. D. in monetary economics at George Washington 
University in 1977. He has taught economics and finance at Columbia 

Business School, Columbia University, Barnard College, Mercy College, Rollins College 
and Chapman University. He also has been a consultant to IBM, Hutchinson Technology 
and other Fortune 500 companies. 

Since 1980, Skousen has been editor in chief of Forecasts & Strategies, a popular award-
winning investment newsletter. He also is editor of four trading services, Five Star Trader, 
High-Income Alert, Fast Money Alert, and TNT Trader. 

He is the producer of FreedomFest, “the world’s largest gathering of free minds,” which 
meets every July in Las Vegas (www.freedomfest.com). FreedomFest attracts several 
thousand people from around the world. 

He is a former analyst for the Central Intelligence Agency, a columnist to Forbes 
magazine (1997-2001), and past president of the Foundation for Economic Education 
(FEE) in New York. 

He has written articles for the Wall Street Journal, Reason, the Daily Caller, Christian 
Science Monitor and The Journal of Economic Perspectives. He has appeared on CNBC, 
ABC, CNN, Fox News and C-SPAN Book TV. 

Based on his work “The Structure of Production” (NYU Press, 1990), the federal 
government began publishing a broader, more accurate measure of the economy, Gross 
Output (GO), every quarter along with GDP.  It is the first macro statistic of the economy 
to be published quarterly since GDP was invented in the 1940s. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Jim Woods’ Top Three Plays 
4) Industrial Select Sector SPDR Fund (XLI) 

5) PowerShares QQQ ETF (QQQ) 

6) iShares Core MSCI Emerging Markets ETF (IEMG)  

Top Pick #4: Industrial Select Sector SPDR ETF (XLI) 

In recent years, the trend for industrial stocks to remain important, despite the departure of 
a great deal of American manufacturing from the United States, has remained true. The 
result of this well-known market leadership is that industrial stocks are the go-to choice for 
portfolio managers who want to get long in the market, but don’t have a particularly novel 
strategy or idea.  

And they’re not wrong. Industrial stock ETFs (exchange traded funds) have been, and I 
believe will continue to be, a very attractive place to have your money this year. There are 
multiple funds out there we could use to accomplish this, so why am I suggesting the 
Industrial Select Sector SPDR Fund (XLI)? 

Simple. Half of the companies in this fund have posted positive one-year returns, enabling 
them to build momentum and their innovative capacity. It shouldn’t come as a surprise to 
any investor to learn that this fund is up 11.43% YTD. Its top holdings include big names 
like Boeing (about 9.44% of assets), Union Pacific (5.43%), General Electric, Caterpillar 
and Lockheed Martin. 



 

Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

 

Top Pick #5: PowerShares QQQ ETF (QQQ)  

QQQ has an unusual model in that it holds 100 of the largest non-financial stocks listed on 
the Nasdaq. As a result, QQQ has a huge exposure to the tech industry. This means that 
owning shares in QQQ right now means you own some of the market’s most profitable 
companies while benefitting from a good economy and a period of record earnings. 

The fund has returned 9.01% YTD, thanks to its heavy weighting towards large-cap tech. If 
my analysis is correct, the fund’s significant concentration in that sector, combined with 
continued strong economic growth, should propel QQQ forward to a greater degree than 
many other funds. 

As you might expect, QQQ’s top holdings are some of the best-of-breed companies currently 
out there. This list includes Amazon (10.00%), Microsoft (9.52%), Apple (9.40%), 
Facebook (4.81%) and Google/Alphabet (4.68%). As the fund also has a low expense ratio 



of 0.2% (or $20 per $10,000 invested annually), many analysts have recommended QQQ as 
a suitable choice for both investors with relatively little experience and seasoned investors 
with high ambitions. 

 

Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

Top Pick #6: iShares Core MSCI Emerging Markets (IEMG)  

The iShare Core MSCI Emerging Market (IEMG) provides broad exposure to the 
economies of dynamic emerging markets. 

While the emerging markets sector is expected to strengthen after successful talks between 
the U.S. and China and the decision to postpone enacting tariffs against China, IEMG has 
been quite successful. Year-to-date, IEMG has returned 9.61%. 

IEMG is one of the bigger players in the S&P 500 ETF space, with over $57 billion in net 
assets under management. The fund tracks the investment results of an index composed of 
large-, mid- and small-capitalization emerging market equities. 



This fund’s top two holdings are Tencent Holdings LTD with 4.27% of assets and Alibaba 
Group (BABA) with 3.70%. Other major holdings include Samsung Electronics Ltd., 
3.38%; Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing, 2.98% and Naspers LTD (NPN), 1.71%.  
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Biography 

Jim Woods is a 20-plus-year veteran of the markets with varied 
experience as a broker, hedge fund trader, financial writer, author and 
newsletter editor. Jim Woods is the editor of two monthly newsletters, 
Successful Investing and Intelligence Report, as well as the co-editor of 
the weekly trading advisory service Fast Money Alert.   
 

His articles have appeared on many leading financial websites, including 
InvestorPlace.com, Main Street Investor, MarketWatch, and Street Authority.  
 
Jim formerly worked with Investor’s Business Daily founder William J. O’Neil, helping to 
author training courses in the CANSLIM stock-picking methodology. 
 
In the five-year period from 2009 to 2014, the independent firm TipRanks ranked Jim the 
No. 4 financial blogger in the world (out of more than 9,000). TipRanks calculates that 
during that period, he made 378 successful recommendations out of 506 total, earning a 
success rate of 75% and a +16.3% average return per recommendation. 
 
He is known in professional and personal circles as “The Renaissance Man,” because his 
expertise includes such varied fields as composing and performing music, Western 
horsemanship, combat marksmanship, martial arts, auto racing and bodybuilding.  
 
Jim holds a BA in philosophy from the University of California, Los Angeles, and is a 
former U.S. Army paratrooper. A self-described “radical for capitalism,” he celebrates the 
virtue of making money from his Southern California horse ranch. 
 
His books include co-authoring, “Billion Dollar Green: Profit from the Eco Revolution,” 
and “The Wealth Shield: How to Invest and Protect Your Money from Another Stock 
Market Crash, Financial Crisis or Global Economic Collapse.” He’s also ghostwritten 
many books and articles, as well as edited content for some of the investment industry’s 
biggest luminaries.  
 

  



Bryan Perry’s Top Three Plays  
 7) New Residential Investment Corporation (NRZ) 

8) Icahn Enterprises L.P. (IEP)  

9) Altaba, Inc. (AABA)  

 Top Pick #7: New Residential Investment Corporation (NRZ) 

New Residential Investment Corporation (NRZ) operates in what is known as the 
“mortgage servicing rights” space, or MSRs for short. The company is structured as a real 
estate investment trust (REIT) and basically buys MSR portfolios from banks and other 
MSR holding companies. In addition, the company also acquires and manages a diversified 
portfolio of credit-sensitive securities made up of mortgage and consumer loans.  

Even though more interest rate hikes are not expected in the future, NRZ’s near-term future 
is still looking bright. Even so, we must ask ourselves how would an interest rate hike benefit 
NRZ? A rate increase would result in slower refinancing. This means that NRZ services will 
be less likely to be refinanced and directed to another servicer. There will be less potential 
for the company to lose loans under the service agreement in an up-rate market, as most 
homeowners have aggressively refinanced their mortgages at current or lower rates.  

2019 has been a good year for NRZ so far. Already, NRZ’s current yield stands at 12.09%, 
and the dividend payout has grown over 8% since 2016. 



  
Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

 
Top Pick #8: Icahn Enterprises L.P. (IEP) 

Icahn Enterprises (IEP) is a diversified conglomerate holding company based in New 
York City and controlled by billionaire Carl Icahn. According to Forbes magazine, Icahn 
had a net worth of $17.6 billion at the beginning of 2019. 

Of the 186 million shares that are outstanding, Mr. Icahn owns nearly 94.73% of all the 
stock, which pays him about $1.1 billion a year. Citigroup owns 6.04 million shares, or 
3.28%, while much of the rest is spread among various funds. Only about 0.73% of the 
stock is traded freely in the open market. However, investors who have gotten in on that 
0.73% of available stock have seen some very nice returns.  

As a master limited partnership, Icahn Enterprises distributes a generous portion of its 
pass-through cash flow in the form of distributions, which currently totals $7.00 per share 
on an annual basis. At the current market price of $75.05 per share, IEP pays a very strong 
yield of 9.42%. Plus, the stock has appreciated 23.34% so far this year. 



Icahn Enterprises’ financial condition is very robust as adjusted earnings before interest, 
taxes, depreciation and amortization (EBITDA) doubled from 2016 to 2017. Since 
investors are currently dealing with a market that is being beset by several issues, getting 
paid like royalty in stock appreciation and dividend income, while following in the 
footsteps of one of America’s most successful businessmen, sounds like a winning 
investment proposition. 

 
Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

 

Top Pick #9: Altaba Inc. (AABA) 

Altaba, Inc. (AABA) is an investment company that came about as a result of Verizon’s 
acquisition of Yahoo! Inc.’s internet business. The company that remained after the purchase 
changed its name to Altaba Inc. on June 16, 2017.  

Altaba owns an approximately 15% stake in Alibaba (BABA), the Amazon.com of China 
that is currently valued at over $540 billion. This fact makes AABA’s investment worth 
over $80 billion in its own right. This also means that Altaba’s stock has been trading in 



lockstep with Alibaba and will continue to do so as long as it maintains its full position in 
the company. I see no reason why a break should happen, even though AABA’s share 
price fell an eye-popping 20.77% in 2018 in tandem with BABA’s 25.36% fall. 

AABA has also sold its 4.6 million shares of Snap (the parent company of Snapchat for 
$69.3 million in September 2018. Despite being much smaller than the BABA holding, 
Snap had nonetheless been one of AABA’s more noteworthy investments and really 
helped exemplify how savvy Altaba is as a holding company. Since it is so heavily 
invested in the booming online space of China and Japan, I see no sign of AABA’s growth 
slowing. 
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Biography 

For over a decade, Bryan Perry has brought his expertise on high-
yielding investments to his Cash Machine subscribers. Before launching 
the Cash Machine advisory service, Bryan spent more than 20 years 
working as a financial adviser for major Wall Street firms, including 
Bear Stearns, Paine Webber and Lehman Brothers. 

Bryan co-hosted weekly financial news shows on the Bloomberg affiliate radio network 
from 1997 to 1999, and he’s frequently quoted by Forbes, Business Week and CBS’ 
MarketWatch. He often participates as a guest speaker on numerous investment forums 
and regional money shows around the nation. With over three decades of experience inside 
Wall Street, Bryan has proved himself to be an asset to subscribers who are looking to 
receive a juicy check in the mail each month, quarter or year. 

Bryan’s experience has given him a unique approach to high-yield investing: He combines 
his insights into dividend-paying investments with in-depth fundamental research in order 
to pick stocks with high dividend yields and potential capital appreciation. 

In addition to Cash Machine, Bryan provides a supplemental service called Premium 
Income, which gives subscribers a unique way to generate additional income on the Cash 
Machine stocks. He also offers several other trading services designed to maximize 
income generation while playing a variety of market trends: Quick Income Trader, Instant 
Income Trader, and Hi-Tech Trader. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bob Carlson’s Top Three Plays  
 10) Cohen & Steers Realty Shares (CSRSX) 

11) iShares Gold Trust (IAU) 

12) WCM Focused International Growth (WCMRX) 

Top Pick #10: Cohen & Steers Realty Shares (CSRSX) 
 

Cohen & Steers Realty Shares (CSRSX), an equity real estate investment trust (REIT), is 
an ideal pick in the current market and economic environment. 

First, equity REITs aren’t sensitive to interest rates. They tend to do well when rates are 
rising because the economy is also growing, as is the case now, though many investors tend 
to forget that. 

Second, commercial real estate, which CSRSX is heavily involved in, is a big beneficiary of 
the current environment. While economic growth means higher rents and lower vacancies, 
rising inflation is just icing on the cake. 

CSRSX doesn’t try to follow an index. It focuses the investment portfolio on attractively 
valued REITs with quality management and properties, and which are in sectors likely to do 
well in the current and expected economic environment. Top companies in the fund recently 
were Welltower Inc. (6.84%), UDR Inc. (6.24%), Essex Property Trust Inc. (4.97%), 
Equinix Inc. (4.55%) and Prologis Inc. (4.54%).  

CSRSX is up over 15% from its January 2, 2019 close price of $56.73. 



  
Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

Top Pick #11: iShares Gold Trust (IAU) 

iShares Gold Trust (IAU), is an ETF that tries to reflect the performance of the price of 
gold. Given the current geo-political and global economic situation, it is highly probable 
that the importance of gold due to its relative price stability will only increase. 
After all, even though the Fed has stated that it has adopted a “wait and see” policy with 
regards to future rate increases, inflation is an ever-present entity in the modern economy 
that threatens to curb a large part of the gains that were obtained during the strong market in 
January and February 2019.  

Not only does IAU offer direct exposure to the day-to-day movement of the price of gold 
bullion, its relative price stability can help to guard against the effects of inflation. 
Furthermore, for those who are interested, IAU offers an effective way to access the value 
of physical gold, rather than to mining companies or something similar. As of March 1, 
2019, the ETF is up 2.85% YTD. 



I believe that IAU’s current share price below $14 presents a great entry point. With a 52-
week high north of $13 per share, investors could potentially see a strong upside in the 
stock.  

 
Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

Top Pick #12: WCM Focused International Growth (WCMRX) 
 
A great way to take advantage of opportunities in select global stocks is through WCM 
Focused International Growth (WCMRX). This relatively new fund is managed by a 
small firm in Newport Beach, California that has compiled an impressive record over the 
years for institutional investors. 

WCMRX was able to avoid a lot of the recent global market turmoil thanks to its 
investment strategy. WCMRX is a concentrated fund, owning only a few stocks in what 
the managers believe are great companies. To be considered for investment, a company 
has to have a history of above-average growth in revenues and earnings, plus little or no 
debt. In addition, its management must foster a culture of growth and the company should 



be a beneficiary of key global trends, such as changing demographics, increased 
outsourcing and the proliferation of technology.  

The fund usually invests in large, multi-national companies in the technology, consumer 
discretionary, consumer staples and health care sectors of the market. The fund also 
doesn’t care where a company is based and doesn’t try to follow an index. Currently, 
WCMRX portfolio is made up of CSL Ltd. (4.52%), Canadian Pacific Railway Ltd. 
(4.46%), Accenture PLC A (4.30%) and Experian PLC (3.80%), among others.  

WCMRX is up 5.87% year to date. The minimum initial investment is $1,000, and the 
fund is available through most discount brokers and no-transaction-fee programs. 

 
Data as of March 2019 (Source: StockCharts.com) 

  

 

 



Biography 

Bob Carlson is editor of the monthly newsletter Retirement Watch, the 
monthly video series Retirement Watch Spotlight, and a weekly free e-
letter, Retirement Watch Weekly. In these, he provides independent, 
objective research covering all the financial issues of retirement and 
retirement planning. Carlson also is Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the Fairfax County Employees’ Retirement System, which has over 

$2.8 billion in assets, and has served on the board since 1992. He was a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Virginia Retirement System, which oversaw $42 billion in assets, 
from 2001-2005. 

His latest book is Invest Like a Fox…Not Like a Hedgehog, published by John Wiley & 
Co. in 2007. His previous book was, The New Rules of Retirement, as published by John 
Wiley & Co. in the fall of 2004. 
 
He has written numerous other books and reports, including Tax Wise Money Strategies, 
Retirement Tax Guide, How to Slash Your Mutual Fund Taxes, Bob Carlson’s Estate 
Planning Files, and 199 Loopholes That Survived Tax Reform. He also has been 
interviewed by or quoted in numerous publications, including The Wall Street Journal, 
Reader’s Digest, Barron’s, AARP Bulletin, Money, Worth, Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, 
the Washington Post, and many others. He has appeared on national television and on a 
number of radio programs. He is past editor of Tax Wise Money. 
 
The Washington Post calls Bob’s advice, “smart… savvy… sensible… valuable and 
imaginative.” He’s been widely quoted in The Wall Street Journal, CNN, CBS 
MarketWatch.com. SmartMoney.com, Reader’s Digest, Barron’s, AARP Bulletin, Money, 
Worth … just to name a few. You can also hear Bob as a featured guest on nationally-
syndicated radio shows, such as The Retirement Hour, Dateline Washington, Family News 
in Focus, The Michael Reagan Show, Money Matters and The Stock Doctor. 
 
Carlson is an attorney. He received his J.D. and an M.S. (Accounting) from the University 
of Virginia and received his B.S. (Financial Management) from Clemson University and 
passed the CPA Exam. He also is an instrument rated private pilot. He is listed in several 
recent editions of Who’s Who in America and Who’s Who in the World. 

 

 



Conclusion 
While past years have seen the stock markets unexpectedly soar on strong economic 
fundamentals and a substantial tax break on businesses, the investment picture in 2019 
remains to be seen.  

After all, 2019 will likely bring its own set of challenges (trade wars, nuclear threats, 
domestic and international tensions, etc.), but rest assured that the 12 recommendations 
highlighted in this report are intended to tap ripe market opportunities and are based on 
the current market conditions. Whether you invest for income or long-term growth, it my 
firm belief that you will find at least one play in this special report that’s helpful to you 
throughout the remainder of this year.  

Sincerely,  

  

Roger Michalski  
Publisher, Eagle Financial Publications 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Other Resources from Eagle Financial Publications: 
 
www.StockInvestor.com 

www.DividendInvestor.com 

www.TradersCrux.com 

www.HilaryKramer.com  
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